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as our God the God heaven and
earth, the only true and living God,
the eternal creator and preserver of
all things. He reveals Himself to us
in three distinct persons, each of
which occupies a most important re¬
lation to us.

God the Father: God is the crea¬
tor of all things and so has created
us. We are His, therefore, because
He made us. He must think us of
some value to Himself, or He would
not have made us. The fact is that
He considers us of so much value
that when He saw that He was about
to lose us through our sin He pre¬
pared a way by which He n.ight save
us. And that way was by the sacri¬
fice of His own Son. He cares for us
all along life's journey. He walks
with us as a companion all along our

way. Day by day and hour by hour
He watches over us, provides for our
wants and protects us against our

enemies, and at last when Ho has
served His purpose with us on earth,
He will receive us into His home in
glory.
God the Son is likewise a part of

our inheritance. He offers us freely
the salvation which he purchased by
his own death on the cross. He wants
us to be his brethren, heirs of God
and joint heirs with him to the in¬
heritance in heaven which is incorrup¬
tible, undeflled and that fadeth not
away.
God the Holy Spirit Is ours also.

He is given to be our Teacher to re¬
veal to us in his word and by his
providences and in our own hearts
the will of God. He is our Sanctifier
to take possession of our hearts, driv¬
ing out sin and Satan, and fitting
them for the service of God. He is
our Comforter, giving to us in all of
our times of trial and sorrow and af¬
fliction the only true comfort which
we can have.
With such a God as our God we

are blessed indeed.
At times it may be necessary for

Him to deal with us in a way that
may seem harsh, but it is only so in
the seeming. The eagle takes good
care of her young, feeding and pro¬
tecting them in the nest. But there
comes a time when the mother bird
knows that the young eagles ought
to leave the nest, else they will never
grow strong and learn to fly and take
care of themselves, so she destroys
the nest. That may seem harsh and
unkind treatment, but soon the young
birds find that they can stretch out
their wings and fly.

Sometimes in the midst of our
peaceful enjoyment of the blessings
that God gives us, He sees that we
are not developing as we ought to,
so He stirs us up. It may be by the
call to some duty that may seem hard,
but one which will strengthen us. If
we do not heed such a call, God may
send upon us some trouble, sorrow or
affliction that will force us out of
our Indolent and selfish life. If He
does this, it is only that we may be
strengthened spiritually and made
more fit to serve Him, and more fit
to enjoy the blessings that He has
in store for us.

If we are leading an indolent life
it will be far better for us to arouse
ourselves to an appreciation of the
great blessing we possess in being
God's people, and use all other bless¬
ings He gives us, in accordance with
His will concerning us, rather than
to wait till God has to awaken us

by laying a heavy hand upon us.

"Not by levity of floating, but by
stubborn force of swimming, shalt
thou make thy way."

YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETIES
BECOMING A CHRISTIAN.

M , Dcc. 31. An awakened conscience. Acts 16:
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Becoming a Christian is yielding to
Christ (Acts 26:13-16), trusting him,
loving him, serving him.

Wliy should we become Christians
in early life? For several reasons.
It is easier then. We have fewer sins
to repent of than we would have af¬
ter we are older. Young people aro
not so confirmed in their habits, and
it is not so hard to change as with
old people. Young people's hearts are
tenderer than those of old people. Ex¬
perience of the Church shows that
the chances of any one accepting
Christ as his Saviour is very much
greater while young than when old.
More people accept Christ before they
reach the age of eighteen than accept
him at all ages after that. Becoming
a Christian when young gives a longer
life in which to serve the Saviour to
show our appreciation of what he has
done for us. It would be ungrateful
to serve Satan all our lives, expecting
to give our hearts to Jesus at the end
of life.
What advantage comes from being

a Christian? A lost soul becomes
saved. An enemy of God becomes his
friend. A doer of evil becomes a doer
of righteousness.

Of what value are Christians to the
world? Christians are God's agents
for the salvation of the world. If
there were no Christians in the world
there would be no sinners saved.
Practically all the benevolent and
charitable work of the world is done
by Christians or is inspired by them.
See how little of such work Is done
in non-Christian lands.

SYNOD OF TEXAS.
The Synod adopted the followingresolution with regard to the Volun¬

tary Food Commission:
In view of the fact that our gov¬

ernment is sending abroad a great
army to defend those historic princi¬ples of the inalienable rivhts of men
which are inseparably associated with
a free democracy, and in view of the
fact that this army must be fed from
our own fields, and in view of the
further fact that our allies are also
dependent upon us not only for sup¬plies for their armies, but for their
civilian populations as well:

Therefore, the Synod of Texas of
the Presbyterian Church In the United
States commends the action of Rev.
J. M. Wells, D. D.f Moderator of oui
General Assembly, in appointing a vol¬
untary food commission, endorses the
commission as both a patriotic ana
religious necessity, and calls upon all
our members to heartily co-operate
therewith.

Also, the following resolution on
the "War Work Council" was adopt¬ed:

Recognizing the possibilities of
moral and spiritual danger which
thousands of our Presbyterian men
face In being suddenly called from
quiet Christian homes to the great
military camps, with the complete
change of habits, of moral and physi¬
cal surroundings, necessarily incident
thereto, and recognizing that their
well being is a duty imposed upon us
which cannot be delegated: There¬
fore, the Synod of Texas of the Pres¬
byterian Church in the United States
gives its most cordial endorsenent to
the "War Work Council" of our
Church, and urges our people to con¬
tribute promptly and liberally toward
the fund of one hundred thousand
dollars, asked for by the council, that
proper provision may be made for our
boys in uniform.
The following resolution concern¬

ing Organic Union was adopted by a
rising vote:

Whereas, it Is believed that tM best
interests of the kingdom of Jesus
Christ can be served by a more inti¬
mate relation between Presbyterian
bodies laboring in the same field, and
whereas, much effort and treasure can

be conserved by an organic union of
tlie two Synods, now, therefore, be it
resolved :

.That the Synod of Texas. U. S.,
hereby heartily extends an invitation
to the Synod of Texas, U. S. A., to
come into organic union with us, that
the cause of Jesus Christ may bo the
more effectually served In the terri¬
tory of these two Synods.
The Moderator appointed the fol¬

lowing committee to convey this over¬
ture to the Synod of Texas, U. S. A..
Rev. W. S. Jacobs, D. D., Rev. W. R.
Minter, D. D., Rev. William M. An¬
derson, D. D., Judge R. H. Rogers,
Mr. T. H. Shive.
The Synod approved of the Texas

Presbyterian Memorial Association,
which has for its object the building
of a church in St. Augustine, near the
site of the organization of the First
Presbyterian church in Texas, and
commended the cause to the liberality
of the Presbyterians of Texas.
The Ad Interim Committee on the

Home and School for Orphans made
a report recommending that a new
committee be appointed to look fur¬
ther Into the interests of the home,
looking to the inviting of offers of
land or bonuses or both as a possible
new location for the home and school,
or for the establishment of a second
orphanage to be co-ordinated with
the present home and school, that the
Synod may carry out more efficiently
and more extensively the trusteeship
of the orphans divinely committed to
Its care.

, .Thursday night was given to the
consideration of the interests of the
Texas-Mexican Industrial Institute. It
was quite an inspirational service and
brought to the attention of the Synod
the work that is being done In Texas
in a much more concrete way than
has ever been done before.

Rev. W. H. Miley, D. D., superin¬
tendent of evangelism in our Church,
visited the Synod and delivered a very
Stirring address on the work in which
he is engaged.
The educational interests consumed

a large part of the time of the Synod,
a whole day being given to the con¬
sideration of this great work. Among
the numerous resolutions passed the
following are important at this time:

1. That the Synod ask our churches
and people for the sum of $70,000
per year for this committee in order
to meet its needs and that of our in¬
stitutions. and that this amount be
apportioned by Synod's Committee on
Systematic Beneficence to the Presby¬
teries and by the Presbyteries' com¬
mittee to the churches, urging them
to ralsO the amounts requested.

2. That the Synod request all pas¬
tors and churches to open their pul¬
pits and co-operate in every way pos¬
sible with Synod's Executive Commit¬
tee In Its effort to raise funds for the
liquidation of our present indebted¬
ness and placing our institutions upon
a solid and stable financial basis.

3. That the Synod especially com¬
mends the cause for which our Execu¬
tive Committee of Schools and Col¬
leges stands to the favor and liberal¬
ity of our people of larger means.

4. That the Synod of Texas com¬
mend most heartily and most unre¬
servedly the Executive Committee of
Schools and Colleges to all our
churches and friends of the Presby¬
terian Church In Texas; that we here¬
by express our implicit confidence in
the business ability, personal integrity
and Christian character of the mem¬
bers of the committee and convey to
each and all of them our deepest grat¬
itude for the sacrifices in time and
money in the service of tho cause;
that Synod place no restrictions on
their efforts to relieve the financial
situation of our educational institu¬
tions.

The next meeting of the Synod will
be held in Waxahachle, Tex.
The cordial entertainment of the

Synod and the unbounded hospitality
extended to all the members of the
Synod made us feel closely drawn to
these most excellent people. The pas-
tof, Rev. J. Leighton Green, was un¬
tiring in his efforts to make us au
feel at home.

Presbyteries
PIEDMONT.

Piedmont Presbytery met for its
fall session at the Westminster
church, Westminster, S. C., on Septem¬
ber 18th. There were present nine


